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Southern Rhode sia :/j?rime Minister Ian Smith's 
right-wing government has again set a deadline for de- 
claring Southern Rhodesia independent.^ 

^According to Sir Roy Welensky, last prime min- 
ister of the defunct Rhodesian Federation and a lead- 
ing behind-the-scenes opponent of Smith's Rhodesian 
Front party, the Front now plans to act no later than 
the British elections in mid- October. Smith backed 
away from an earlier deadline last month, but pres- 
sure inside the party has forced him to resume the 
independence drive/] 

[welensky says he plans to organize a new party in 
the next few days to combat Smith. He will have an 
uphill fight, however, because the whites, who do mi- 
nate the electoral rolls, strongly support independence// 

Jli Smith does declare the territory independent, 
his security forces can probably keep the 3,800,000 
Africans under control. However, a government in 
exile would be set up by African nationalists and sup- 
ported by most of the independent African states. At 
the same time, an independent Southern Rhodesia might 
draw closer to South Africa, thus sharpening the line 


between African-controlled and white -settler areas 
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* Italy : Parliament confirmed the Moro government 
last night. 

This action reflects a majority consensus that col- 
laboration between Socialists and Christian Democrats 
provides the only potential for a stable and progressive 
government. 

The new government faces grave economic problems 
which make particularly difficult its commitment to dis- 
sipate the serious popular malaise caused by the failure 
of previous governments to modernize Italian institu- 
tions. The coalition leaders seem to be in agreement 
regarding corrective measures and appear determined 
to generate popular support for their program. 

A majority within the coalition parties recognizes 
the necessity of giving economic stabilization priority 
over social and economic reforms. This necessity, how- 
ever, will be exploited for political ends by CD conserva- 
tives --including President Segni--who strongly oppose 
the reform goals of center- left cooperation. They will 
probably attempt to extend the stabilization effort for as 
long as possible in order to prevent progress on reforms, 
thus causing the center- left to be ineffective and its con- 
cept to be discredited. 

The Socialist party will be under pressure from its 
left wing- -which opposes the present program- -to speed 
up the timetable for reforms. The policies of both parties 
will be clarified and possibly modified at the national con- 
gresses currently planned for this fall. 

If the center- left delays too long or is unable to 
achieve a public image as a vigorous reform- minded gov- 
ernment, it seems certain that ensuing political develop- 
ments will cause the democratic center and left forces to 
lose significant pop ular support to the Communists and 
the extreme right. 
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NOTES 


Rumania- USSR ; Rumanian Premier Maurer’s 
early July trip to Moscow resulted in a toning down 
of public Soviet -Rumanian polemics, but apparently 
failed to produce agreement on the next step in the 
Sino-Soviet dispute. Ranking Rumanian officials 
state Podgorny’s hasty visit on 27-28 July was in- 
tended to pressure Bucharest into an immediate re- 
sponse to the Soviet propo sal for a preparatory meet- 
ing of Communist states. 


Podgorny failed during 
this mission to prevent the circulation of a Rumanian 
party memorandum to other Eastern European parties 


25X1 


25X1 


25) 


describing: its differences with the USSR. 





over the presidential succession. President Shihab, 
who last month indicated privately that he was "avail- 
able” for a second term, has now reaffirmed to the 
US ambassador that he is determined to step down at 
the end of his present term on 23 September, "come 
what may." "Loyalist" elements who want to keep 
him in office have not given up hope, however, and 
are still contesting with "oppositionists" for control 
of parliament, where the iss ue is supposed to be re- 
solved legally by 23 August,, 
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Libya : The Libyan Government evidently is pre- 
paring to exert further pressure to get the US to agree 
in principle to evacuate Wheelus air base. The Libyan 
press, which the government has muzzled in the past 
few months, this week opened a sharp new attack on 
the US position. This campaign will again bring the 
issue to public attention, and will be cited by Libyan 
officials as evid ence of strong popular feeling behind 
their demands. / 
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